
 

 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors 

Hours after we adopted our new Open 

and Affirming covenant, the trucks 

arrived at the side entrance of the church 

building to dig out the ground for our 

new accessible lift.  In less than 24 

hours, we marked two major milestones 

in the life of our church and community, 

so that we might fully welcome all.  Isn’t 

it remarkable how much good work we 

have accomplished in such a short period 

of time, in the name of our Welcoming 

God! 

For years, we have been preparing for 

the day when we would celebrate our 

embrace of all:  Open Minds, Open 

Hearts and Open Doors.  The need for 

our openness, including our accessibility 

emotionally and physically, has been 

expressed on countless occasions in 

recent years.  Our building hasn’t been 

accessible to all those with physical 

disabilities.  Our welcome hasn’t been 

unequivocal in all areas of our life and 

ministry together.  But we have been 

working on it! 

 

The work of the Capital Campaign 

leadership teams and of the Open and 

Affirming Committee laid the 

groundwork for a day when we would 

have a fully welcoming building and a 

fully welcoming community.  Still, it is 

your work, the work of our whole church 

body, which has so inspired me.  No one 

person or group could accomplish what 

we have done as a community.  We, as a 

church body, discerned that to fully 

embrace our welcome of everyone, we 

would need to undergird our passion 

with our hearts, with our voices, and 

with our dollars!  And we have. 

And the work will continue.  I know that 

Fred and I still make sacrifices to pay 

our monthly Widening the Welcome 

pledge.  And I know that we will grow 

into new ways to live out the Open and 

Affirming Covenant we have now 

embraced.  And we will continue to 

listen to the Spirit leading and guiding us 

to be the welcoming church we are 

called to be for the next generation! 

It is quite lovely that we are on the verge 

of taking our worship outside!  We will 

gather in the garden, away from the dust 

of construction, beginning on June 23 at 

9am.  But I cannot help but anticipate the 

kind of Welcome Sunday we will 

celebrate, when indeed we can bless the 

Open Minds, Open Hearts and Open 

Doors we have so fully embraced! 

In joy and in faith, 

Laura 

The Reverend  
Laura A. Gronberg, Pastor 
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We can now in good faith say “No matter who you are, or 

where you are on life’s journey, you are truly welcome 

here.”  

On June 9, Second Church held a Special Congregational 

meeting voted overwhelmingly   “To act upon the 

recommendation of Church Council that Second 

Congregational Church of Boxford, UCC adopt an Open 

and Affirming Covenant.”   

I want to thank the ONA Committee to their dedication 

and time devoted to educating the congregation about 

what ONA means.  This was a long and necessary 

process.  The process brought us closer together as a 

church family.  I will look back at this moment as a 

highlight of my tenure as moderator. 

Several actions will need to be accomplished which will 

include the creation of a new Open and Affirming 

Subcommittee of Church Council.  This committee will 

be charged with advising the church leadership on ways 

Second Congregational Church can fully embrace our 

Open and Affirming covenant.  Church Council hopes to 

create this committee at its August meeting.  If you are 

interested in participating on this committee please 

contact me.  

Have a wonderful summer.   

Bob Was, Moderator   (978) 887-5660 

 

 

Council 
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Open and Affirming Committee Members, from left to 

right, bottom row: Mel Buttaro chairperson, Susan Young, 

Madeline Celletti-Nissenbaum, Evelyn Barden. Top row:  

The Rev. Laura Gronberg, Betty Obernesser, Liz Kretsch 

and Mike Tighe. 

old friends and newcomers alike.  We 

even celebrate a baptism out in the 

garden this June.  Come to reconnect 

with God in creation, God in 

sacrament and God in community! 

 

Summer Office Hours begin 

the week of  

June 17, 2012 

Office Hours  

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

In a pastoral emergency, 

contact the 

Rev. Laura A. Gronberg ,  

by email or phone, 

or one of our deacons, 

Karen Kasper,  

978-352-6150.  

Summer Worship 
We are moving up and out!  

Outdoors that is!  And moving up an 

hour earlier!  Our Summer Worship 

services begin on June 23 at 9:00 am, 

and continue through Labor Day 

weekend.  Beautifully situated in our 

Memory Garden, a pine grove 

overlooking Sperry’s Pond at the rear 

of our parking lot, our summer 

worship is casual and intimate, while 

remaining heartening and holy. 

You are invited to bring a lawn chair, 

and enjoy the rustle of the wind and 

the call of the birds, even as you join 

your voices in familiar hymns and 

feast on Holy Communion.  After 

worship, we enjoy fellowship with 

 



 

 

Total Contributions through 5/31/2013        $80,463 

Loose Plate               4,353 

Other Income                                        18,813  

Total Income:                                                $103,629 

 

Total Expense                               ($129,557) 

  Net Income / Expense                    $25,928 

 

The summer months are soon approaching and with it a quieter time in the church calendar.  We hope that you can make 

it to our outdoor services in the Memory Garden but, if you do not get to church as often as you would like and want  to 

keep your pledge up to date over the summer you can mail it to the church office,  Second Congregational Church, P.O. 

Box 508, West Boxford,  MA 01950. 

Mid-Year statements will be going out at the end of  June.  If you do not  receive a statement and think you should  have, 

or you have a question about your statement, please contact Jean Bruns at jeanbbruns@gmail.com. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the church’s finances, I am typically in the office on Tuesdays or you can email me at: 

treasurer@secondchurchboxford.org.  

Betty Obernesser, Treasurer 

Trustees 

Treasurer 
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Construction on the 

Church Lift Project 

is about to begin.  

The Trustees have 

chosen John “Chip” 

Sheehan (Raymond, 

NH) to complete the 

project under the 

direction of Andy 

Frazer (Frazer Project Management) and Dave Stuhlsatz 

(architect at Royal Barry Wills Associates).  Work  began 

on Monday, June 10th (Village School closed) and be 

substantially completed by the end of August. 

During construction, parking will not be available on the 

parsonage side of the Church.  There will be no access to 

the Church from the construction side of the building.  

The dumpster and basketball hoop will be relocated and 

the construction site should be avoided at all costs. 

Access to the Church will be from either the two front 

doors or the door on the east side of the building (Park 

House side).  Access between the Sanctuary and the 

Parish Hall will be limited and at times may require 

leaving the Sanctuary by the two front doors and entering 

the Parish Hall by the east side doors.  The men’s and 

ladies’ restrooms on the lower level will not be available 

during construction.  The handicap bathroom below the 

Sanctuary will remain open. 

The kitchen in the Park House will be a substitute for the 

Parish Hall kitchen during construction.  To the extent 

possible, large items (coffee maker, etc) will be 

temporarily relocated and “coffee hour” preparation 

during the summer will take place in the Park House 

kitchen. 

The construction phase of the Lift Project will cause 

some inconveniences, however the end result will be 

well worth any problems we encounter.   

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Board of Trustees 

David Benson, Peter Clark, Sharon Glass, Dennis Kent, 

Jeff Rice 
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Sunday School 
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It has been such a wonderful year of Sunday School here 

at Second Church.  Our classrooms were bursting with 

energy, glittering with joy, and abundant with the Holy 

Spirit as our children learned about the bible, our church, 

and God.  This program would not be possible and would 

certainly not be so successful without the wonderful 

church members and friends who volunteer to teach.  

Thank you so much to each of you who taught this year.  

Christian Education is now looking for volunteers to 

teach next year’s classes, and if you have any interest in 

holding babies in the nursery, telling stories and making 

crafts in pre-k and kindergarten, teaching about the Bible 

through fun activities with first and second grade, leading 

a workshop rotation in art, drama, worship, or the kitchen 

with our third through sixth graders, or watching fun 

videos and discussing the greater issues of our faith with 

the middle school youth, please let me know.   

The focus this year was on the 23rd Psalm.  On Children’s 

Sunday, June 16th, the children of our church will teach 

this famous Psalm to the church.  They have been busy 

writing poems, creating a banner, and preparing a skit to 

help present the words in a new way and through their 

perspectives.  It is amazing to look through the eyes of a 

child.  At times, they see the world as simple, safe, and 

small, while at other times they see the great expanses of 

creation and ask questions with answers beyond what any 

of us can imagine.  They see the small and the big.   I 

encourage you to join us that day so see a glimpse into 

what they see because it will inspire you. 

The Middle School has finished a year of their new 

curriculum, and they really enjoyed it.  There has been 

wonderful feedback about the video series and the 

workbook.  The teachers have been impressed by some of 

the conversations that have been started by the probing 

questions of the curriculum and the students are able to 

wrestle with some of the challenges of our faith in a safe 

and supportive environment.   

The biggest challenge in Sunday School this year has 

been in the classes of our littlest children.  Because of 

numbers, we had to combine the pre-K – 2nd grade, which 

is a huge age span, making it difficult to tailor lessons to 

meet the needs of all the children.  I am happy to report 

that the numbers are growing, though slowly, in this age 

group and CE is predicting that we will be able to 

separate the children again next year into two classes 

which will better meet the needs of the students and the 

teachers.  Growth is always a challenge though, not just 

for children, but in our whole church and across the UCC 

4 

and other churches in our country.  If you know of a 

family with children who is looking for a church home, 

please feel free to give them my contact information so I 

can answer any questions they may have about our 

program and the phenomenal teaching that goes on here at 

Second Church. 

Mark your calendars for Children’s Sunday and join us as 

we celebrate our children, our teachers, and a great 2012-

2013 Sunday School year.   

In faith, 

Tina de la Cruz 

Sunday School Superintendent, 

sundayschool@secondchurchboxford.org 
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Congratulations to the high school class of 2013.   

fewer and fewer people your age go to church, but we 

also know that many are searching for spiritual 

understanding and truth.  We need you to join us in 

sharing what church means to you, what God means to 

you, with people outside this church, and invite them to 

join us in a common journey of faith.  We need you to 

honor the faithful that have come before us, who have 

been walking this journey of faith for years before you or 

I were born.  And we need you to help us to become the 

church we need to be to proclaim the love of Jesus to 

future generations.  For indeed, we need to know the love 

of God in one another, and encounter it anew each time 

we show the love that our God has shown us in Jesus 

Christ.   

Confirmation  
With prayers of blessing and words of gratitude, we 

welcomed five of our youth into full membership on 

Confirmation Sunday, May 19, 2013.  We also celebrated 

the gifts of our sixth Confirmand, who faithfully 

discerned that he would not join the church at this time.   

Our Confirmation program is a significant commitment 

for our ninth grade youth.  They meet monthly in class, 

led by the Rev. Laura Gronberg with Youth Director, 

Betsey Guest-Natale.  Sarah Paine was an additional 

program leader, helping with communication and co-

leading two of the retreats.  The Confirmands also met 

with an adult mentor every month to fully explore 

questions of faith and the experience of church 

membership.  We are grateful for the work of mentors:  

Mark Burton, Fred Gronberg, Martha Law, Bernie Miller, 

Sarah Paine and Brad Shores.  Undoubtedly, our 

Confirmands were shaped by their group experiences on 

two retreats, at CityReach, and worshiping in different 

communities of faith with their mentors.  They were 

faithful to their work, and grew tremendously throughout 

the year! 

To listen to their Confirmation witnesses, following the 

2013 Audio Sermons link on our Second Church website, 

www.secondchurchboxford.org. The Confirmands were 

charged with the following words by the Rev. Laura 

Gronberg at the time they were confirmed: 

I would challenge you to, indeed, do as you have 

promised in your journey of faith statements.  You see, we 

need you to be a part of this church community.  We need 

you to share your truth, to speak out for what you believe, 

and to help shape the church for the future. We know that 
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Graduates 

Your church family is proud of you and honored your 

accomplishments with a blessing and prayer on May 12, 

2013.  Our seniors include: 

Jesse Bissell- Dickenson College, Pennsylvania 

Alex Kent- Working and going to school part-time 

Kristina Kastrinelis- Ithaca College, New York 

Grace Yanagi- University of New Hampshire 

Special congratulations to Alex Kent this year’s recipient 

of the annual Ladies Charitable Society’s scholarship. 

Alex is a graduate of Masconomet Regional High School.  

We celebrate the work and the gifts of our ninth grade Confirma-

tion class:  Brenden DiBurro, Nate Hopping, Annie Messenger, 

Devlin Murray, Lily Pearsall, and Cam Pulaski. 

 



 

 

Confirmation students will get 

an opportunity to meet 

separately during the weekend 

to learn more about the 

program.   

 

Mission trip participants will 

hold their second annual mum 

sale on Welcoming Sunday - no 

planting before this! In addition, 

we will be celebrating our 

mission trip to Philadelphia   

with worship and fellowship on Sunday, September 29.  

As you can see, we are starting the year off with a full 

September.  Youth and adults alike are encouraged to be 

part of this vital ministry.   
 
In my teens, I was approached by a total stranger on a crowded 

city street. She aid. "You are Kae Cameron's daughter, I'd 

recognize her face any where!" And she was right. How I long 

for the day when people look at my life and say. "Oh, you must 

be a daughter of the Heavenly Father, I recognize His face 

anywhere!"  ~Katherine Walden 

 

In Faith,  Betsey 

It seems hard to believe that I have been part of the 

ministry of  Second Congregational Church of Boxford, 

United Church of Christ for a full school year now.  It has 

been a great year, full of fun, fellowship and service.  

Even as we wind down this school year, we are already 

thinking and planning for next year.  Two significant 

events are worth marking your calendar now to save the 

dates. 

 

For the Middle School - youth entering grades 7-8 in the 

fall - on September 14-15, we will kick-off our school 

year with an overnight at Heifer International’s learning 

center - Overlook Farm.  The learning center at Overlook 

Farm provides experiential, hands-on, interactive and fun 

opportunities to learn more about the issues surrounding 

hunger and poverty, Heifer's sustainable solutions and 

what we can do to help.  We will also get some "hands-

on" farm experience!  

 

For the High School - youth entering grades 9-12 in the 

fall - we will kick off the year by heading north to 

Cherryfield, Maine for a service weekend.  We will leave 

on Friday, September 20th, work a full day on Saturday 

and a half day on Sunday before returning to Boxford.  

Youth Director 
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We’ve raised the financial capital that we needed; now 

it’s time to grow the congregation.   

We want to open our arms to more friends, neighbors, 

relatives, and co-workers.  We want to reach out to people 

who used to come to church but now are only mentioned 

in the context of “Whatever happened to X?”   We want 

to see new families and old families worship on Sunday.   

Sharing God’s Word and extending the love of Second 

Church to others will soon be a goal for all of us!   

Welcome Sunday, Home Coming Sunday and potential 

activities for every month this fall are being discussed.   

If you’re a member of the genealogical site, Geni.com, 

you may already know their goal is to, “Build a Family 

Tree of the World”.   Our goals are a bit more modest and 

a lot more achievable.   Keep it in mind and begin 

thinking about, “Who have you friended today for Second 

Church?” 

  

Deacons 

Who have you friended today? 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn …. Everywhere we 

turn, the social networks are active.  Who do you follow on 

Twitter?  How many friends do you have?    Have you 

gotten any good Instagrams that you want to forward to 

other followers?   But wait: what’s this? You’re too busy 

and serious to play on these networks.   Instead, you’re 

only active on the 225 million member LinkedIn network.   

Just the same, like it or not, you’re reaching out to people 

like everyone else.   

Well, as you surely know, the members of the Diaconate 

are among the most savvy techno geeks at Second Church.   

I mean most of us use weather apps, follow CNN once a 

day and find our way around with MapQuest so we must be 

in the know!   We figure that with all the social networking 

that exists, there must be more that we can do to introduce 

Second Church to others.  Our social networking doesn’t 

have to be technology based but it definitely should be 

people and faith based.   As a result, our recent discussions 

have focused on the next phase of Widening the Welcome.   

 



 

 

It is always a joy 

on Confirmation 

Sunday to watch 

the confirmands 

mature before us 

as they deliver 

their reflections.  It 

is also a joy to 

watch the proud 

family members 

and friends come forward for the laying on of hands.  

Who knew that some of our young people had such large 

families? 

This year as I watched the family members come forward, 

I couldn’t help but wonder how many other family 

members and friends, this year or in the past, would have 

attended the confirmation service and shared cake and 

fellowship in the Parish Hall if we had a more welcoming 

church building.  How many grandparents and other 

family members were not able to experience the 

Confirmation of a loved one because of difficulty going 

up and down the stairs of our church building? 

Some persons who missed Confirmation Sunday may 

have visited our church in the past when we advertised 

that our building was handicap accessible.  Most likely 

they were disappointed to learn that such access was 

provided only by an old stair-mounted lift.  The person 

wanting to avoid the stairs could not use the lift on his or 

her own.  He or she had to locate one of the few people 

who learned how to operate the seldom-used lift and wait 

while the operator remembered how to coax the machine 

to work.  Hopefully, the person waiting for the ride did 

not become embarrassed by the special attention needed 

to enable him or her to go up or down the stairs or by the 

line of people waiting for the lift to be moved out of the 

way. 

Fortunately, by next Confirmation Sunday and by the end 

of this summer if all goes as anticipated, anyone who has 

difficulty going up or down stairs will be able to share in 

worship in the sanctuary and fellowship in the Parish Hall 

without climbing or descending stairs.  Our new lift will 

provide independent access to all levels of our church 

building.  Finally when we state that “No matter who you 

are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 

here,” a stair-challenged person will feel that we mean it. 

Thank you to all of you who have made the new lift 

possible by your contributions, and continuing sacrifices 

to fulfill pledges, to the Widening the Welcome capital 

stewardship campaign.  Thank you also to the Trustees 

and others who have helped to plan and implement the lift 

project.   

As of May 14, 2013, the financial status of the capital 

campaign is as follows: 

 

 Pledges made:   $696,979 

 Receipts:   $440,678 

 Expenditures:   $287,442 

 Available Funds:  $153,236 

 

 

Bob Yeaton,  for Sharon Glass and Barc Beahm 

Widening the Welcome Bridge Team 

Widening the Welcome 
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After two years and two months of research, reflection, 

and collaboration; learning, sharing, presenting, 

questioning, answering, and writing; prayer, devotion, 

and discernment; on June 9, 2013, we voted to adopt the  

Open and Affirming Covenant to the right.  A dedicated 

Open and Affirming Committee, originated as a 

discussion group, and unwaveringly proceeded to bring 

their experience, passion, and knowledge to the open 

hearts of friends and members.  Curiosity, a willingness to 

learn and participate, and a trusting environment lead to a 

compelling opening of minds.  With contributions from 

hidden and distant treasures, open hearts and open minds 

lead to open doors and the Second Congregational Church 

of Boxford is now proudly listed with the UCC as an 

Open and Affirming Congregation.  Heartfelt thanks are 

extended to everyone who participated in our process in 

whatever way they were able to.  Quotes below echo our 

mission of making our church a truly open, affirming, 

welcoming, and validating space to worship, love, think, 

and engage.      Peace and blessings, Mel Buttaro (chair) 

Open and Affirming 
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It would be wholly out of character with the Church that I 

know and love, and it would be wrong -- as wrong as 

wrong can be. 

Love between LGBT people is as real, as important, and 

as sacred as any other love. 

Affirming this belief is not a matter of "us accepting 

them," it is an affirmation that we are all equal in the eyes 

of a loving and forgiving God. 

Please vote to adopt the Open and Affirming Covenant. 

Second Church is a special and sacred place. 

My confirmation mentor Barc Beahm told me that the 

Holy Spirit is "God in action," and that God can only act 

through us. 

When we do what is right, when we are a force for Good 

in the world, we are participating in something Holy. 

It is important for us affirm that we believe LGBT indi-

viduals are people who love just as we love and that we 

support them in the same way we support anyone in our 

church family. 

Second Church is an impressive, humbling force for good 

in this world, and with your vote to adopt the Open and 

Affirming Covenant you can make it an even brighter 

light in the lives that it touches. 

 

Thank you, 

Alex Levenson 

I am proud of Second Church. 

I was baptized at Second Church. 

I was confirmed at Second Church. 

I am proud of Second Church's strong commitment to 

community service, the likes of which you don't see at a 

lot of churches.  (I've gone on seven mission trips both in 

the US and in the DR.) 

I am proud of Second Church's confirmation program that 

encourages critical thinking, that addresses doubt and a 

spiritual journey instead of a spiritual destination, and that 

even encourages the exploration of other religions. You 

don't see that at a lot of churches either. 

I am proud to have grown up as a member of this 

congregation, and I am absolutely humbled by its 

welcoming, tolerant, supportive, down to earth 

community-- a community full of people I am proud to 

think of as my church family. A community that 

unconditionally comes together to help and support its 

members and the world at large. 

I am proud of Second Church for the choices its 

congregation has made, and for the actions its 

congregation has carried out. 

 

I will not be proud of Second Church if it decides to reject 

an Open and Affirming stance. 

ONA Witness Statement 

“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here.”  

As people who walk in God’s way, we are a 

congregational church of Open Hearts, Open Minds, and 

Open Doors. Second Congregational Church of Boxford 

genuinely, enthusiastically, and lovingly welcomes all 

people to share in the full life and ministry of our church.  

We are committed to loving each other as God loves us, 

freely and unconditionally, and to affirming everyone 

regardless of age; race; faith; mental, physical, or 

intellectual ability; socio-economic status; marital 

status; family configuration; sexual orientation; gender 

identity; gender expression; or ethnicity.  

Although we are many members, we are one body in 

Christ. As one body, we are called and challenged by 

God to respect and reconcile our differences. Our faith 

calls us to speak up in the face of prejudice, injustice, 

and exclusion, and to express, in word and deed, our 

hope for justice and inclusiveness for humanity.  

ONA Covenant 

 



 

 

Festival of Homiletics, Nashville, TN 
Hearing the Good News preached day 

in and day out was both exhausting 

and inspiring.  I soaked up the words 

of famous preachers, wanting to hold 

more of the cool drops of insight than 

my heart and mind could possibly 

sponge!  Some sermons meant to 

challenge; others meant to uplift.  

Some sermons meant to expose; 

others meant to heal.  All meant to 

reveal new insight into an ancient text 

we call holy, and into an ever-

changing landscape we cal l 

discipleship. 

One thing that was spoken about 

plainly, from every renowned 

speaker, to every local pastor, is that 

the Church we serve is changing 

before our very eyes.  Fewer people 

are going to church, across 

denominations.  And we all struggle 

to figure out how to be church for a 

Nashville is known as Music City.  

Music shapes the days there, and 

adorns every street corner.  But for 

one week in May, Music City was 

flooded with preachers.  Preachers 

from churches big and small gathered 

from across the country and even 

from as far away as Australia for the 

Festival of Homiletics.  For those of 

you non-preachers, homiletics is a 

fancy word for the art of preaching, 

which means that according to my 

family, I was at a week-long geek 

conference.  I suppose, they make a 

good point.  One pastor I spoke with 

was sure that someday heaven would 

be just like this conference:  worship 

three times per day, with lectures 

about preaching in between those 

worship services.  I could picture it, 

but if you are like my family, you are 

probably thinking that would be no 

heaven for you! 
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new generation and in a changed 

world.  Yet, what was also plainly 

evident is that we absolutely have an 

important message to share with a 

new generation and to a changing 

world!  In other words, we have work 

to do! 

One well-known preacher and 

teacher, Walter Brueggemann, who 

has written over 50 books in his 

nearly 80 years of life, said that he 

thought that one of the most relevant 

books of the Bible for our day is 

Jeremiah.  Summer allows us time to 

explore a particular book of the Bible 

during worship, so this summer we 

will focus on Jeremiah. Together we 

may discover how this ancient 

prophet is still speaking to us today. 

 

Laura 

Embracing Our New Identity 
Having adopted our Open and Affirming Covenant, 

several actions will take place immediately, and others 

will evolve over time, as we grow in our welcoming 

ministry together.  In accordance with the letter inviting 

everyone to the special congregational meeting on June 9, 

the following actions will be embraced immediately: 
 

We will register with the UCC Coalition which will 

advertise our ONA status. 

We could celebrate the marriage ceremonies of same 

gender couples in our sanctuary. 

We could celebrate the baptisms of children of LGBT 

persons in our worship. 

We will add some indication of our Open and 

Affirming status to our lawn sign. 

We will add some indication of our Open and 

Affirming status to our website and publications. 

We will encourage LGBT membership and 

leadership. 

We will change some of our paperwork to embrace 

more inclusive language. 

We will create a new Open and Affirming Committee 

as a subcommittee of Church Council.  This 

committee will be charged with advising the 

church leadership on ways Second 

Congregational Church can fully embrace our 

Open and Affirming covenant. 

Simply this, 

I am bisexual. 

If I came to you, 

My church, my family 

and asked for your blessing to be married 

I would hope that the people who I love so much,  

my church, my family 

would support me and my new family,  

your new family 

In our decision to be married 

Here 

In our church 

With our family.  Rebecca M. Nason 
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Community Giving Tree 

The month of May is always special 

at Community Giving Tree. Because 

of the many sponsorships in honor or 

memory of loved mothers, 550 

Mother’s Day gift bags were 

provided to mothers in need. We 

hosted a very successful spring 

Backpacks, paper, pens, crayons 

and more! 

Look for back –to- school specials 

this summer and help us provide 

basic educational supplies to children 

this coming September.  You may 

leave your donations in the bins on 

the porch of Community Giving 

Tree. 

We have been able to provide 

everyday essentials to 7,000 kids this 

past school year. On average, 100 

social service professionals walk 

through our doors each month to get 

items for the children they help. Your 

support is truly a blessing to many. 

Leslie Levenson 

Community Giving Tree 

“Garden of Giving” fundraiser that 

included a “runway show” where 

children modeled our donated 

clothes, backpacks, winter coats and 

other items we provide to needy 

children. We were fortunate to have 

Masco intern, Alyssa Schmid, help us 

with all our spring activities.  

Summer VolunTEEN program 

July 9-August 15 

Teens ages 13-17 can help 

Community Giving Tree on 

Tuesdays ,  Wednesdays ,  and 

Thursdays from 9am-12 this summer! 

Space is limited, so sign up online by 

going to cgt.ivolunteer.com.  Teens 

may work as many days as they are 

able. An orientation meeting is 

scheduled for June 27, 10am-12.  It’s 

a great way to meet friends, and 

complete community service. 

Mission 4/1 Earth 

The Pastor Parish Relations 

Committee, PPRC, has met 

monthly, staying busy throughout 

the year, processing a variety of 

issues that have come to our 

attention or that we have brought 

up ourselves.  In a church as busy 

and lively as ours, there are always topics to 

discuss!  Since our work is confidential, there is nothing 

specific to share except to remind your of our goal - 

maintaining a healthy relationship between Laura, our 

staff, and our congregation.   

If there are any issues or concerns that you feel we can 

help with, please reach out to any of us or email 

PPRC@secondchurchboxford.org  Have a great 

summer and hope to see you at worship in the Garden! 

Mel Buttaro  

Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

The United Church of 

Christ is celebrating 

overwhelming support of 

its Mission 4/1 Earth 

campaign. As of May 28, 

UCC churches and 

members have logged 

nearly 520,000 earth care hours, planted almost 95,000 

trees and wrote more than 48,000 letters of environmental 

advocacy. While the 50-day campaign may be over, the 

need to live greenly and sustainably continues.  

Many thanks to the following families for participating in 

Mission 4/1 Earth: Beahm, Bruns, de la Cruz, Dodge, 

Dox, Fahrner, Glass, Gronberg, Hagerman/Barensfeld, 

Hildebrand, Keilty, Maysek, Nason, Netland, Obernesser, 

Robertson, Shores, Stromberg, Was, Wheeler, and 

Yanagi. Together we contributed over 375 hours of earth 

care, planted 77 trees, and wrote 5 letters of advocacy 

toward the campaign. 

Chris Barensfeld  

Board of Stewardship 

PPRC 

 

mailto:PPRC@secondchurchboxford.org
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a very small but welcoming 

group and we would love for new people to join us.  We 

meet the first Wednesday of the month (starting in 

October and ending in May), at 1:00 PM in the Park 

House living room.  You don’t have to know how to knit; 

we will be happy to teach you.  If you are unable to attend 

the meetings please don’t be discouraged.  We welcome 

any shawls you are able to knit at home. 

 

When I was thinking about how to explain or describe 

what the Prayer Shawl Ministry is all about, I thought, 

what better way than to ask those who have received a 

shawl or given one.  After you read the stories below I 

hope you will decide to join us in creating these beautiful 

shawls that bring such comfort to those who receive them. 

 

For more information about the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

please contact Donna Wheeler,phone: (978)887-1170 or 

email:  wheelerfamily@comcast.net   I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

When I read the request 

for comments on what the 

prayer shawls have 

meant to those who have 

received them, it brought 

up some emotions for me, 

complete with tears! This 

surprised me although it 

shouldn’t have; our 

prayer shawls are very 

special to us and whenever I see them or wear one, I do 

feel internal calm and love knowing the significance of 

where they came from and the blessings bestowed on each 

one. My church family is always with us, in my family 

room woven in our shawls. I love our church’s prayer 

shawl ministry, what it stands for, and for the joy and 

comfort it brings to those in need. It evokes feelings for 

which words are hard to describe. Thank you to each and 

every one of you who are involved with this special 

ministry.  With deep appreciation and affection,  Heidi 

  

I gave a prayer shawl to one of my students.  He was 

recently diagnosed with a brain tumor.  A friend of mine 

was going to visit him, so I sent the shawl along with 

her.  She shared that he loved it and kept it with him in his 

bed while in the hospital.  I felt good about giving him 

something to wrap himself and family in prayers.  :-) Pam 

 

Gia received a prayer shawl when she had her episode 

with poison oak in her eye.  She was in the hospital for a 

couple of days and then had some more recuperation time 

at home.  I can't remember how the prayer shawl made it 

our way, but when it did, she wrapped herself up in it 

immediately and kept it on her bed.  The only reason it 

left her bed and her possession because my father became 

critically ill later that spring.  Gia looked at me and said 

"I'm going to give Grampa my prayer shawl."  I brought 

it to him in the hospital and he immediately wrapped 

himself up in it and kept it on throughout his stay.  That 

was a really tough spring for our family - very scary with 

my dad being so sick and when I see the comfort that the 

prayer shawl brought all of us, I know that it made a 

difference.  What is it about prayer shawls that when 

people are given one, there is no hesitation in what to do 

with it.  You don't examine it and wonder, "hmm... what 

should I do with this?"  The reaction is "immediate" - you 

wrap yourself up in it like a big, huge, reassuring hug 

from people that love you, care about you, and are 

praying for you.  I cherish our Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

and I love the laying of hands that we do sometimes, 

where they are passed around the congregation and we 

pray on/bless them.  Mel 
 

The prayer shawl ministry at our church has become an 

integral part of it's outreach as well as its Widening the 

Welcome. You have provided my family and friends with 

much comfort. My sister, my sister in law, my son, two of 

my best friends have felt the welcome. love, and comfort 

of a shawl. No matter what gets moved in my son's 

apartment, the shawl maintains a place. 
 

Just this week I sent a prayer square to my son in law who 

had surgery a few weeks ago. On Tuesday, at a restaurant 

in Cambridge, where a friend from my teens and I meet a 

few times a year to talk and talk and talk, a chance to 

spread the love came up. A young man in a leg cast 

struggled to sit at a table next to ours. We talked a bit. He 

will be having a serious operation on his Achilles tendon 

in a week. He got up to leave ~ was on his way out in fact 

~ when I remembered I had a prayer square in my bag ~ I 

went after him, explained what it was, and he gladly 

received it from all of us. 
 

Sometimes something tangible that we can hold on to is 

just what wise doctors order ~ whether they did or 

not. Thank you and all the other ministers for your 

ministry.    Love, Liz 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

mailto:wheelerfamily@comcast.net
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Sundays from 

June 23th – September 1st   

at 9:00 am 

Worship will be held outside  

in the Memory Garden  

on the shores of Sperry Pond.   

Bring your lawn chairs! 

Please join us!! 


